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Chapter 1 - A History of Mandolin Construction 
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Origins

A Mesopotanian clay seal from  the Akkadian 
period 2350-2170BC

Photo courtesy Domonique Collon
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The ‘ud and the lute
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The citole, guitarra latina & 

guitarra morisca



4

1 - Mandolin History

5

 1 - Mandolin History



6

1 - Mandolin History

7

 1 - Mandolin History



6

1 - Mandolin History

7

 1 - Mandolin History

The gittern

The mandore
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The mandolino
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The early Neapolitan mandolin



10

1 - Mandolin History

11

 1 - Mandolin History



12

1 - Mandolin History

13

 1 - Mandolin History

The other Italian mandolins

The Improved Mandolin
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The Rise of the Mandolin 

Orchestra
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©
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The Flatback Mandolin in 

Europe
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The mandolin to America
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Orville Gibson
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Lloyd Loar
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The other Americans
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The Continuing Tradition

20th Century European 

mandolins
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